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Widely regarded as the philosophical
founder of conservatism, Edmund Burke
(1729-97) spent many years in Parliament
as an MP, where he was arguably the most
eloquent political speaker of his age. A
noted opponent of political thought based
upon abstractions, he concentrated on those
things which were presently real. Later in
his life, his anti-rationalism and appeal to
custom and tradition formed the bedrock of
his opposition to the French Revolution.
Domestically, he opposed anything which
he considered detrimental to the ancient
constitution and the pillars of party and
property which upheld it. This volume
contains extracts from some of his writings
and speeches on the British Constitution
and the governance of the country.
Ranging over the course of his political
life, these selections dicuss such issues as
the role of Party, the position of an MP,
constitutional reform and state interference.
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